
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
www.nwilaudubon.org

NIAS MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Join us the first Tuesday of every 
month, September through May.  
All of our meetings are open to 

the public.

Most meetings are held at the St 
John United Church of Christ, 
1010 Park Blvd., in Freeport.

Most meetings begin at 7PM 
with announcements, followed 

by the program at 7:30 and then 
refreshments.

Check the current newsletter or 
our website (nwilaudubon.org) 

for specific monthly details, 
special events or any changes to 

the usual time and place. 

Please join us!

A chapter of the National Audubon Society

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

THE SPRING BRANCH WATERSHED PLAN
7:00 PM Tuesday, December 6th
St. John United Church of  Christ, 1010 Park Blvd. Freeport

This month’s program will be presented by Lee Butler, President of Yellow Creek Wa-
tershed Partnership and Rebecca Olson, owner and president of Olson Ecological Solu-
tions, LLC. They will discuss the Spring Branch Watershed Plan IEPA Executive Sum-
mary. This is a local plan that establishes goals for the Spring Branch Watershed, which 
is located in the western edge Stephenson County, Illinois, and west of Freeport, Illinois. 

It is a sub-watershed of Middle Yellow Creek and headwaters to Yellow Creek and the larger Pecatonica River. This group 
has been working to improve the health and diversity of Yellow Creek and its watershed and they will share their purpose 
and goals to increase awareness and restoration of watersheds in the region.

More info at Blackhawkhills.com or olsonecosolutions.com
INSIDE THIS

NEWSLETTER:
2. Calendar Considerations
3. Field Trips
 Spring Birding Trip
 Bird Seed Thank You
4. Kids & Families
 Conservation 
 Committiee Update
5. Nest Box Season at ECBP
 Harmful Effects
 of Balloon Releases
6. Christmas Bird Count
7. Thank You!

Text: allaboutbirds.org
Top: Northern Shrike
 by Glenn Bartley/VIREO
Bottom: Program photo provided

December 2016 - January 2017

Northern Shrike Lanius excubitor      
A predatory songbird, the Northern Shrike, breeds in taiga and tundra and winters in southern Canada 
and the northern United States. It feeds on small birds, mammals, and insects, sometimes impaling 
them on spines or barbed wire fences. 

• The Northern Shrike, like other shrikes, kills more prey if it can, then it can immediately eat 
or feed to nestlings. Such behavior was characterized by early observers as “wanton killing,” but 
the Northern Shrike stores excess prey to eat later. Storing food is an adaptation for surviving 
periods of food scarcity.
• The Latin species name of the Northern Shrike, Lanius excubitor, means “Butcher watchman.”
• Both male and female Northern Shrikes sing throughout year. The male sings especially in late 
winter and early spring.
• The oldest recorded Northern Shrike was a female, reaching at least 8 years, 7 months old, when she 
was recaptured and rereleased during banding operations in Wisconsin.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 
BY JOHN C. LONGHENRY
7:00 PM Tuesday, January 3rd
St. John United Church of  Christ, 

1010 Park Blvd. Freeport

John Longhenry, BA, MBA, retired Rockford School District 
#205 educator and is married to his wife, Carol, for 45 years.  
Currently volunteers as a bird bander/photographer at the Sand 
Bluff Bird Observatory, where volunteers trap, band, and release migratory birds during the spring and fall migration periods.  
He also runs a small nature photography business, AVISion Photography (work can be seen at https://www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/mesquakie8/ and https://mesquakie8.smugmug.com/).  When not banding birds during migration, John likes to travel to 
various places and photograph wildlife in its natural habitat.  In 2016, he visited Alaska, Utah, Arizona, California and most 
recently, India.  On his trip to India (a non-birding trip), he did manage to see 137 bird species, 117 of which were new birds he 
had never seen before, and he was able to photograph approximately 65% of those birds.

WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS! 

Ronald Friedel - Davis
Richard Montgomery - Freeport

Steve Myers - Lena
Dorothy Laube - Davis



December 3 – Field Trip, An Afternoon at the 
Burpee Museum of Natural History, 12:30-5:30 
p.m. See page 3 for details.

December 6 - General membership meeting, 
7:00 p.m. The Spring Branch Watershed Plan. See 
page 1 for details.

December 7  - Audubon in the Library, Wildlife 
Wednesday “Arctic Adaptations”. See page 4 for 
more details.

December 16 - Christmas Bird Count. See page 
6 for details.

Please Note: There will be no “Talking About the 
Issues” scheduled in December.

January 3 - General membership meeting, 7:00 
p.m. Bird Photography Tips. See page 1 for de-
tails.

January 11 - Audubon in the Library, Wildlife 
Wednesday “Trees in the winter”. See page 4 for 
more details.

January 14 - Family event: Animal Tracks & 
Scat Winter Hike, Saturday 10:00 a.m. to ap-
proximately 11:30 a.m. Meet in front of the Mo-
gle Center at Oakdale Nature Preserve, 4433 S. 
Cranes Grove Rd. See page 4 for more details.

January 15 – “Talking About the Issues” month-
ly discussion, 1:30- 3:30 p.m. at the home of Fred 
and Carol Redmore, 1809 Parkview Circle, Free-
port (815-721-3375). 

Note afternoon time and new address for Red-
mores. The first hour topic will be “A Path to 
100% Renewable Energy.” For a copy of the ar-
ticle contact Redmores. The second hour will 
be an open discussion of whatever issues are 
brought forth. Everyone is welcome.

January 21 – Field Trip, Open Land Birding, 9 
a.m. – noon. See page 3 for details.

January 26 - Conservation conversation at Ami-
go’s restaurant, Freeport, at 5:30 (There will be no 
meeting in December).

Questions About Your Membership? 
Contact Teresa Smith at 815-238-3963 

or timtreetsmith@gmail.com

CALENDAR 
CONSIDERATIONS

An Afternoon at 

the Burpee Museum of Natural 
History, Rockford
Saturday, December 3, 12:30-5:30 p.m.

Adult Admission: $8.00
Leader: Mary Blackmore, 815-938-3204. 
Carpool from the Staples lot in Freeport at 12:30 p.m.

Join us as we view new exhibits for Burpee’s 75th anniversary and 
get a special behind the scenes look at the entomology collection. 
John Walt will be our guide as he shows us plans for the spring insect 
exhibit. 

We’ll then have plenty of time to observe the new displays, includ-
ing a Native American exhibit featuring Edward Curtis photos 
and artifacts from the Burpee collection, displays on the history 
of Burpee and wildlife conservation, as well as the many other ex-
hibits at the museum. Confirm your attendance by calling Mary. 

Open Land Birding
Saturday, January 21, 9 a.m. – noon

Leader: Mary Blackmore, 815-938-3204
Carpool from the Staples lot in Freeport at 9 a.m.

This should be a great opportunity to observe those open land spe-
cies from the north that frequent our countryside in the winter. 

We hope to see Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs and Rough-
legged Hawks as well as numerous year-round resident species. If 
we’re really lucky perhaps a Northern Shrike, Merlin or Snowy Owl 
will make an appearance. 

We’ll cruise country roads in local areas that were historically prairie. 
Viewing will be done predominantly from vehicles, using the cars as 
blinds. Optional lunch after in Freeport. Confirm your attendance 
by calling Mary.

FIELD TRIPS 
DECEMBER - JANUARY

NIAS volunteers have been having a lot of fun collecting . Photos taken during the October 12th seed collection day at ECBP. 
Collecting Schizachyrium scoparium (Little Bluestem)

Spring Birding at Magee Marsh
May 8-12, 2017

Register now for our spring field trip to Magee Marsh along the 
scenic southern shore of  Lake Erie in northwest Ohio.
This area is known as the Warbler Capital of  the World, with Magee 
Marsh at the epicenter of  birding. Orioles, thrushes, vireos, flycatch-
ers, shorebirds and many other species in addition to warblers should 
be observed on this 5-day adventure. Call Mary at 815-938-3204 to 
register. A $100 deposit is required to secure your reservation.

Travel will be by rented van and our group will stay at Rockledge 
Inn Cottages near Port Clinton, Ohio. The trip fee includes trans-
portation, lodging, all lunches and breakfasts and park fees. This per 
person fee will be $365-400 depending upon the number of  partic-
ipants.

Information sheets with full details will be available at monthly 
meetings or upon request. Space is limited so register as soon as 
possible. Registration deadline is March 1.

A chrysalis found on  Lespedeza capitata 
(Round-headed Bush Clover)

November 5th Ms. Juliet took the kids on a fall nature hike at Oakdale Nature 
Preserve, Freeport Parks Foundation. A wonderful group of 18 people enjoyed the 
beautiful trails today.

FIELD ORNITHOLOGY (BIOL 119) 
WILL BE OFFERED AT HIGHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE SPRING 2017

The course is worth 2 credit hours for college credit, but is open to all students. The course is de-
signed to introduce bird species to the students with local field trips within the area. The lecture por-
tion will meet Friday mornings from 8:00-8:50 a.m. and labs will follow from 9:00-10:50 a.m. Note, 
some labs require early morning times to reach travel destinations for ample birding time and there 
may be occasional labs that run past 10:50 a.m. as well.  Note: This class is not a lifelong learning 
course, but a college-level course with regular tuition.

Instructor will be Biology instructor Juliet Moderow (D’Souza) 
(NIAS board member & education chair) 

815-599-3578 or email juliet.dsouza@highland.edu. 

To register go to www.highland.edu for more information
Classes begin January 9th and run until May 12

Birdseed Thank You!

Thank you to all who purchased birdseed from our recent fund-
raiser.  We sold over 23,000 pounds of seed with a profit of around 
$3000.00.  The proceeds will be used for our many chapter programs, 
activities, and publications.

The sale could not have happened without our team of volunteers: 
Tim & Teresa Smith, Mary Blackmore, Lynn Feaver, John Walt, Rex 
Sides, Chris Kruger, Dan Barron, Dave Derwent, John & Kay Day, 
Richard Benning, Doug & Laura Dufford, Kara Gallup, Nancy & 
Randy Ocken, Merry Blake, Gary Gordon, Anne Straight, Bob Wit-
tenbeck, Henry Simpson, and Dan Nye.

Thanks also goes to O'Mara Transport Company for hosting our 
main pickup point in Freeport, and to those who hosted our region-
al pick up points: John Day, Anne Straight, Chris Kruger, and Jeremy 
Dixon.  Thank you to Joe Akins for donating all our ear corn.

Birdseed volunteers pictured left to right, Dave Derwent, 
Rex Sides, Lynn Feaver, Mary Blackmore & Tim Smith.

Save the Date for the 29th Annual “The Prairie 
Enthusiasts” Conference and Banquet.

Saturday, March 4, 2017

The event, hosted by the Northwest Illinois chapter, will be held 
at theEagle Ridge Resort and Spa in Galena, IL. This year’s theme 
will be Landscapes of the Future: Challenges & Opportunities.

More details will be posted at www.theprairieenthusiasts.org 
as they become available.
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Audubon in the Library
Wildlife Wednesday

Appropriate audience is two- to seven-year 
olds

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

An Audubon member hosts a monthly se-
ries called Wildlife Wednesdays at the Free-
port Public Library. During the program, 
there is first a special story time followed by 
an activity related to the theme. 

December 7 - Arctic Adaptations
January 11 - Trees in the winter 

Family event: 
Animal Tracks & Scat 

Winter Hike
Saturday, January 14 

10:00 a.m. to approximately 11:30 a.m.
Meet in front of the Mogle Center at Oak-

dale Nature Preserve, 
4433 S. Cranes Grove Rd.

Juliet Moderow will lead a winter hike to 
search for signs of wildlife. We will look 
for animal tracks, scat, and other signs of 
animals that live at Oakdale. Dress appro-
priately for the weather including footwear 
that protects your feet from snow. 

Kids of all ages and their families are wel-
come! Sign-ups are encouraged – contact 
leader Juliet at 201-233-0946. Meet at the 
Mogle Building at 10am. If weather is ques-
tionable, call Juliet before the event.

KIDS & 
FAMILIES

Visit our Kids and Families section 
on our webpage at: 

nwilaudubon.org/kids-families.asp

NEST BOX SEASON 
AT ELKHORN CREEK
This year’s Eastern Bluebird breeding suc-
cess from nest boxes at the Elkhorn Creek 
Biodiversity Preserve was similar to 2015. 
Seven bluebirds were recorded as fledged. 
However, Tree Swallow reproduction in-
creased significantly from 3 fledged young 
in 2015 to 14 this year. Although not a tar-
get species, House Wren nestings resulted in 
18-22 fledged young.

Eurasian Tree Sparrows (ETSs) continue 
to compete for nest boxes, with newly ob-
served aggressive behaviors this year. Those 
behaviors, all directed at Tree Swallows, in-
cluded:

• attempting to pull a nestling out of  a box,
• pecking a nestling whose head and neck 
were out of  a box, and
• entering a box with nestlings.

All of  those behaviors occurred in spite of  
Tree Swallow adults diving at the intruder, 
and resulted in a 75% nestling mortality in 
that box.  

Young Bluebirds with developing wing feathers.

On November 2nd Ms. Juliet taught the kids about 
Wild Turkeys and Turkey Vultures 
at the Freeport Public Library.

HARMFUL EFFECTS 
OF BALLOON RELEASES

On October 28, a watch party was held for the community at the 
Little Cubs field to view the third game of the World Series and cel-
ebrate the Cubs. The Freeport/Stephenson County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau planned to launch a balloon release at Little Cubs 
Field to honor family members who could not be there to see this 
historic event. The group planned to release more than 50 balloons 
and suggested to others to bring their own balloons to be released. 

When I received word of this, I quickly contacted the group and told 
them the effects of balloon releases and requested they cancel the 
balloon release and develop an alternative for the memorial portion. 
It was a good opportunity to educate the community on the harmful 
effects of latex balloons.  Many people believe the myth touted by 
balloon companies that latex balloons are biodegradable and “would 
break down after six to 12 months, just like oak leaves.” Although 
this statement is false, it is also shameful to ignore that length of 
time as something miniscule when a lot of harm can happen in that 
time span.  

Unfortunately, with the ingredients that are added to the latex, such 
as the dyes and strengthening agents, the balloons are not biode-
gradable. The balloon release was ultimately canceled and I com-
mend the group for their understanding and willingness to change 

their plans for the event. The volunteers have acknowledged that 
they simply did not realize the effects. The balloons were purchased 
in advance, so they were ultimately filled with helium for display 
only and not released. 

It is still a success that the mass littering event was diverted and the 
community was educated.  It is important that we still continue to 
educate others on the harmful effects of balloon releases and I hope 
that you can continue to spread the word to our community and 
beyond. 

Quick facts:
Released balloons become litter. The balloons themselves are ingest-
ed by animals and the strings can entangle and strangle wildlife. 

When balloons burst, the pieces are small enough to cause harm. 
The pieces can mimic food for organisms, which can obstruct the 
intestines and slowly kill the animal. 

Helium gas is a finite resource and used in scientific and medical 
applications. It should not be wasted in balloons.   

Released balloons can travel far and cause impact in other areas. 
For more information, visit balloonsblow.org

Written by Juliet Moderow (D’Souza) 

While the aggressive nature of  House 
Wrens is well documented, little is known 
about ETS behaviors and it was thought 
that they were, in fact, not particularly ag-
gressive. If  anyone has any recent docu-
mented behavior information regarding 
ETSs, please send it to NIAS, P.O. 771, 
Freeport IL 61032. Efforts continue to be 
made to improve habitat near certain box-
es in an attempt to discourage both House 

CONSERVATION 
COMMITTEE 

UPDATE
Some Good Climate News  (from the Creation 
Care Newsletter, November 2016, and “Sierra” 
magazine):

1)  The Paris Climate Accord has been ratified 
by enough nations so that it will go into effect 
on November 4th.   

2) Over 190 Countries Adopt Plan to Offset 
Air Travel Emissions via a plan to buy offset 
credits from alternative energy installations 
and reforestation projects.  This will incentify 
the airlines to switch to cleaner engines and 
biofuels.

3) Los Angeles now gets 25 percent of its en-
ergy from renewables AND has just promul-
gated an official goal of getting to 100 percent.

 4) Canada puts a price on carbon.  Trudeau’s 
government has implemented a plan whereby 
the several Provinces can choose their own 
method—a direct tax, a cap and trade plan, 
etc.—but must start at 10 Dollars (Canadian) 
a ton and reach a  50 dollars a ton by 2022. 

5) Bipartisan progress on fee and dividend.  
The Citizens Climate Lobby reports: “Look-
ing for more evidence that Republicans and 
Democrats can come together on legislation 
related to climate change? A case in point 
would be Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ, above left) 
and Rep. Jared Polis (D-C0), who got together 
to introduce the Public Land Renewable En-
ergy Development Act (H.R. 2663). The bill 
makes the permitting process for wind, solar 
and geothermal development on public lands 
much simpler and establishes a revenue shar-
ing mechanism that ensures a fair return for 
all. That means more renewable energy and a 
better use of the money raised. The legislation 
is now in the Natural Resources Committee 
where Gosar and Polis sit. The bill is cospon-
sored by 33 Republicans and 35 Democrats, 
truly bipartisan and something that would 
never have happened if the authors of the bill 
had been from the same party.” AND, Middle-
ton, Wisconsin, (continued on page 7)
(conservation committiee update continued) 
will be the first city to vote on a referendum 
asking its citizens to support a carbon fee and 
dividend motion; on the ballot November 8th. 

6) In Bangladesh where only 25% of the 
people have electricity, rooftop solar power 

is growing fast in rural areas.  3.95 million 
homes with over 18 million people have been 
equipped with enough energy to run a few 
lights, a fan, charge cell phones, run pumps, 
clinics and business equipment, helping im-
prove lives. 

7)  On Tuesday July 9th California’s industrial 
scale solar plants set a new record, generating 
enough electricity to power 6 million homes. 

8) America’s first offshore wind turbines were 
installed off Block Island (Rhode Island).  The 
5 turbine wind farm will enable Block Island 
to turn off the polluting diesel generators that 
have powered the community.        
              
Some not so good news 
(from “Sierra” magazine):

June and July (2016) were the hottest months 
on record and the 14th and 15th hottest 
straight months since record keeping began. 
July is the hottest ever.  [Sept. data not yet in] 

Between 2011 and 2014 Greenland lost a tril-
lion tons of ice. 

If you missed Leonardo DiCaprio’s new doc-
umentary “Before the Flood” on National 
Geographic channel, you can stream it on 
YouTube – National Geographic considers the 
message so important that it’s made it avail-
able for viewing.  In the documentary DiCap-
rio covers the globe looking at the effects of 
climate change and talks to prominent world 
leaders about solutions.    It definitely holds 
your interest.

As many of us who care about the environ-
ment and animals probably know, a major 
step we can all take in combating climate 
change (as well as reducing habitat loss) is to 
change our diet.  Eliminating beef in partic-
ular can have a major environmental impact.  
And while we can joke about eating tofu and 
bean sprouts, there are many vegetarian/veg-
an products available that we can try and per-
haps substitute for meat.  Many people have 
signed on to “meatless Mondays” and eating 
a plant-based diet even one day a week can 
make a big difference.  

Finally, let’s all congratulate Juliet on stopping 
the balloon release scheduled at Little Wrig-
ley in Freeport at the Cub’s home opener in 
the World Series – balloons pollute the envi-
ronment, kill wildlife and waste helium – and 
the Cub’s did okay without them!  Thank you 
Juliet!  

Candy Colby, Conservation Chair

 
                          
 

Wrens and ETSs.
Our nest box monitor, Terri Clark, report-
ed that a single newly hatched House Wren 
was observed during one nest check. At that 
time several young people accompanying 
Terri were able to see the tiny hatchling.

Our chapter is very grateful to Terri for her 
time, effort and care in monitoring  the Elk-
horn Creek nest boxes.
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BOARD MEMBERS
President  | Rex Sides, 408.390.3970

Vice President  | Chris Kruger
Secretary  |  Nancy Ocken

Treasurer  |  Tim Smith
President Emeritus  |  Lynn Feaver

At-large  |  Hannah Badgett, Gay Broocks, 
Fred Redmore, Kayse Rushford, 
Henry Simpson, Steve Simpson

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conservation  |  Candy Colby

Programs  |  Mark Keister
Education  |  Juliet Moderow (D’Souza) 

Publicity  | Teresa Smith
Membership  |  Bernard Lischwe
Field Trips  |  Mary Blackmore

Sustainable Agriculture
Richard Benning, Mary  Blackmore, 

Laura Dufford and Heidi Thorp

Newsletter Editor  |  Dan Barron
1706 Johnson St - La Crosse WI 54601

815-541-3261 - dan@beewise.us

nwilaudubon@gmail.com

Would you like to join Audubon as a NEW Member 
or give a GIFT membership?

Two types of membership are available:

1. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society and National Membership
includes this local newsletter, local mailings and the national “Audubon” magazine.

____ National Membership $20
All renewals for national memberships need to use the national membership form.

2. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society Local only Membership
includes this newsletter and other mailings from our local chapter.     ____ Local Only $15

Name of new member or gift recipient ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________  

City __________________________________ State ______ Zip Code _____________
If this is a gift membership, please indicate the name of the person providing the gift membership:

Name ________________________________________________________________

Make check payable to NORTHWEST ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to: 
Treasurer, Northwest Illinois Audubon Society, P.O. Box 771, Freeport, IL 61032

THANK YOU!
• Fall prairie seed collectors at both Elkhorn Creek and Silver Creek Biodiversity Preserves: Kara Gallup, 
Mary Blackmore, Anne Straight, Melody Farringer, Merry Blake, Harlan and Judy Corrie, Carol and Fred 
Redmore, John and Anita Nienhuis, Tim and Teresa Smith, Bernard Lischwe, Adam and Juliet Moderow 
(D’Souza), Nancy Ocken, Chris Kruger, Bob Remer, Paul Brown, Nora Feeney, Lindsay Swalve, Sarah Giamo, 
Brooke, Kate, Erin, Annie, Tess, Sara and Mae Hemsworth. 
• Nancy and Randy Ocken for hosting this year’s preserves volunteer potluck.
• John and Anita Nienhuis for hosting our prairie seed processing sessions.
• Kara Gallup, Judy Corrie and Mary Blackmore for providing treats at seed collecting outings.
• Rex Sides and Lynn Feaver for mowing trails and firebreaks at our preserves.
• Recent field trip leaders: Don Miller, Anne Straight, Steve Simpson and Juliet Moderow.
• Fall Stewardship Session volunteers for October: Nancy Ocken, Mary Blackmore, Kara Galllup, John and 
Anita Nienhuis, Judy and Harlan Corrie, Larry and Phyllis Seffrood, Melody Farringer, Kayse Rushford, and 
Merry Blake.
• Jeremy Dixon for making and donating three additional prairie seed cleaning screens.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
FEEDER COUNT PORTION 

Participating in a CBC Feeder Count is easy and fun! First, be sure 
that your feeders are in the official count circle, a 15-mile diameter 
circle with Read Park in Freeport as the center. If you aren’t sure 
if you are in the circle, call Richard Benning at the number listed 
above. On the count day, Saturday, December 17, simply watch your 
bird feeder(s) for at least 4 hours and record the largest number of 
each species present at any one moment For example, don’t add to-
gether the 8 juncos seen at 10 a.m. and the 10 juncos seen at 11:30 
a.m. The final number should be 10, that is, the most seen at any one 
time.

You don’t have to be glued to the window either, watching every bird 
for every minute. Just check your feeder often during the hours you 
are counting. Then complete the form below and mail as indicated 
by December 23rd. Thanks! 

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email: Date:

It’s time once again for the Northwest Illinois Audu-
bon Society to  participate in the annual  Christmas 
Bird Count.  This will be the  41st  time  that our chap-
ter has taken part in this endeavor to take one-day  
snapshots of bird diversity and population in prede-
termined areas.  

You are invited to be a part of this  year’s count. It will 
take place on  Saturday, December 17. We will meet at 
the  Spring  Grove  Family Restaurant, 1521 S. West 
Ave. in Freeport at 6:30 a.m.  for a “Dutch- treat” 
breakfast. After eating, we will  assign territories and 
divide up. 

If  you are a beginning or novice birder, we will as-
sign you with a more experienced  person. The count 
generally  lasts through late afternoon. If you can only 
help for the morning or  afternoon, we will be meeting 

at 12:00  noon at the Stephenson County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau on US Rt. 20 East to eat lunch and 
discuss afternoon plans.  Bring a sack lunch, binocu-
lars and dress for the weather. 

Anyone who would like to do some early or late owling 
should contact count compiler Richard Benning at the 
number indicated below about the location you will be 
covering. 

You may also be a part of the count by being a feeder 
counter. See the bird list and instructions. A sign-up 
sheet will be passed around at the December 6th NIAS 
monthly meeting for both field counters and  feeder 
counters. 

If you cannot attend the meeting and wish to  partici-
pate, or if you have any questions, contact Richard  Ben-
ning 815-865-5279.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Mourning dove American Tree Sparrow

Red-headed Woodpecker Song Sparrow

Red-bellied Woodpecker White-throated Sparrow

Downy Woodpecker White-crowned Sparrow

Hairy Woodpecker Dark-eyed Junco

Northern Flicker Northern Cardinal

Blue Jay Purple Finch

American Crow House Finch

Black-capped Chickadee Pine Siskin

Tufted Titmouse American Goldfinch

Red-breasted Nuthatch House Sparrow

White-breasted Nuthatch (other)

Brown Creeper (other)

European Starling (other)

Please mail form to:  
RICHARD BENNING, P.O. BOX 11, DAVIS, IL 61019 

NO LATER THAN December 23rd. THANKS! 
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