
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
www.nwilaudubon.org

NIAS MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Join us the first Tuesday of every 
month, September through 

May.  All of our meetings are 
open to the public.

Most meetings are held at the St 
John United Church of Christ, 
1010 Park Blvd., in Freeport.

Most meetings begin at 7PM 
with announcements, followed 

by the program at 7:30 and then 
refreshments.

Check the current newsletter or 
our website (nwilaudubon.org) 

for specific monthly details, 
special events or any changes to 

the usual time and place. 

Please join us!

A chapter of the National Audubon Society

Northwest Illinois Audubon Society 
37th Annual Banquet

Tuesday, April 10th 
Highland Community College in Freeport

Silent Auction Begins at 5:30 PM | Dinner at 6:00 PM | Program Begins at 7:00 PM 

The 2018 banquet will feature Michael Jeffords and Susan Post who have 
circled the globe and ex plored their neighborhood collecting images of the natural world. The program will include 
an eclectic collection of stories with breathtaking pictures of the pair’s most unusual encounters. From the “necking” 
battles of mate-hungry gi raffes to the breathtaking beauty of millions of monarch butterflies at rest, Jeffords and Post 
will share stunning photographs and their own insightful stories of their spectacular encounters in nature. Their 
training as entomol ogists offers unique perspectives on surprise stag beetle swarms and spider hunting habits. Their 
photographic eye, honed by decades of observation, finds expression in once-in-a-lifetime images. 

The program will be a glimpse into their most recent book entitled Curious Encounters with the Natural World: From 
Grumpy Spiders to Hidden Tigers. Books will be available for sale at the banquet. 

Reservations for the banquet must be received by March 30th. Reservation forms can be found at www.nwilaudubon.org, 
by calling Tim at 815-835-5109 or by requesting a form through e-mail at nwilaudu bon@gmail.com. Reservations are not 
required for attendance at the program (no meal) which starts at 7:00 PM. The cost for the program only is $3 for adults. 
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April - May 2018

American Robins (Turdus migratorius) eat large numbers of both invertebrates and fruit. Particu-
larly in spring and summer they eat large numbers of earthworms as well as insects and some snails. 
(They have rarely been recorded eating shrews, small snakes, and aquatic insects.) Robins also eat an 
enormous variety of fruits, including chokecherries, hawthorn, dogwood, and sumac fruits, and juniper 
berries. One study suggested that robins may try to round out their diet by selectively eating fruits that 
have bugs in them.
Female robins choose the nest sites, which are typically on one or several horizontal branches hidden in 
or just below a layer of dense leaves. Nests are typically in the lower half of a tree, although they can be 
built as high as the treetop. American Robins also nest in gutters, eaves, on outdoor light fixtures, and other 
structures. In western prairies, American Robins may build their nests on the ground or in thickets, while in 
Alaska they sometimes nest on buildings or cliffs.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

Take a Closer Look: 
A Visual Exploration of  the Prairie

Tuesday, May 1, Potluck 6:00 PM, Program 7:15 PM
St. John United Church of  Christ, 1010 Park Blvd. Freeport

Start the evening with a delicious potluck meal. Bring a dish to pass and 
your own table service. NIAS will provide beverages. After the meal, there will be a short business meeting with 
announcements. The program will follow at approximately 7:15 pm

Our program will feature Joyce and John Mori who will be presenting a virtual walk through the prairies in Illinois, 
exploring through photography the hidden and often-missed beauty of our local prairies. As Henry David Thoreau 
wrote,  “It’s not what you look at that matters; it’s what you see.”  John and Joyce encourage you to see prairies in a new 
way, experiencing the prairie as a means of increasing both learning and enjoyment. During the presentation you will 
not just see the prairie but you will experience the prairie features. The program will include numerous delightful 
close up images of the prairie to spark your enthusiasm for the wonderful prairies we have in our Prairie State. 



April 2 – Cleanup at the Freeport Public Library, 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m. See page 4 for details. 

April 4 – Audubon in the Library, Wildlife 
Wednesday, 10:30-11 a.m. See page 4 for details

April 4 – Field Trip:  Blooming Pasque Flowers 
at the Freeport Prairie; 3-4:00 p.m.  See page 3 for 
more details.

April 7 – Field Trip:  Mississippi River Spring 
Waterfowl; 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  See page 3 for more 
details.

April 10 – Banquet at Highland Community 
College.  

See page 1 for details.   Reservations for the meal 
required prior to March 30.   No reservation required 
for the program only. 

April 12 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for 
details.

April 12 – EARTH film series (Children): Deep, 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m. See page 4 for details

April 14 – Annual Mid west Crane Count, 5:30-
7:30 a.m. Each year our chapter volunteers to 
census cranes in Stephenson County. 

Coordinator: Teresa Smith 
timtreetsmith@gmail.com or 815-238-3963. See 
page 10 for details.

April 15 – Spring Stewardship at Elkhorn Creek, 
2-4 p.m., carpool at 1:30. See page 9 for details.

April 17 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for 
details.

April 18 – Spring Stewardship at Silver Creek, 2-4 
p.m., carpool at 1:15. See page 9 for details.

April 19 – EARTH film series (Adult).  See page 4 
for details 

April 20 – “Talking About the Issues” monthly 
discussion session, 7-9 p.m. at the home of Harlan and 
Judy Corrie in rural Cedarville, 815-563-4932. The 
first hour topic will focus on various strategies to cope 
with rising sea levels. The article “Permanence is Just an 
Illusion” is from the Winter, 2017 Audubon magazine. If 
you need a copy of the article contact Mary Blackmore at 
815-938-3204. The second hour will be a discussion of 
whatever issues are brought forth by participants. 

All are welcome. Carpool from the Staples east lot in 
Freeport at 6:30 or call Corries for directions.

April 21 – EARTH day event at Krape Park; See 
page 4 for details

CALENDAR CONSIDERATIONS
April 23 – Spring Stewardship at Elkhorn Creek, 
2-4 p.m., carpool at 1:30. See page 9 for details.

April 24 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

April 26 – Field Trip:  Spring Wildflowers of the 
Palisades; 1-5:00 p.m. See page 3 for more details.

April 26 – EARTH film series (Children): Disney 
Nature Bears, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. See page 4 for details

April 28 – Be the Change Superhero Cleanup, 
11:00 a.m. See page 4 for details

May 1 – Membership Meeting and Potluck at 6:00 
p.m.  See page 1 for details. 

May 3 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

May 6 – Annual Birdathon Fundraiser! Your pledge 
is MOST welcome! See page 8 for how you can make 
a contribution that will help birds on their wintering 
grounds, migration corridors and nesting habitats.

May 8 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

May 10 – Spring Stewardship at the Freeport 
Prairie, 10 a.m. – noon. See page 9 for details.

May 12 – Annual Bird Festival at our Silver Creek 
Biodiversity Preserve, 8 -11 a.m.  See page 5 for 
complete information.

May 14 - Audubon board meeting 7:00 p.m., 
Conservation Committee meets beforehand at 6:00 
p.m. St. John’s UCC in Freeport.

May 16 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

May 18 – Spring Stewardship at Elkhorn Creek, 10 
a.m.-noon, carpool at 9:30. See page 9 for details.

May 21 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

May 23 – “Talking About the Issues” monthly 
discussion session, 7-9 p.m. at the home of 
Fred and Carol Redmore, 1809 Parkview Circle, 
Freeport, 815-721-3375. The first hour topic will 
be announced; for a copy of the article contact 
Redmores. The second hour will be discussion of 
whatever issues are brought forth by participants. 
All are welcome.

May 24 – Field Trip:  An Evening of Birding at Lost 
Mound; 5:30 – 10:30 p.m.  See page 3 for more details.

May 26 – Spring Stewardship at Silver Creek, 9-11 
a.m., carpool at 8:15. See page 9 for details.

May 29 – Bird Walk, 8-11 a.m. See page 7 for details.

May 30 – First Campfire of the year at our Silver Creek 
Biodiversity Preserve. At 7 p.m. we’ll take a leisurely 
stroll to observe blooming plants and nesting birds. 
The campfire will start at 8 p.m. S’mores and water 
will be provided. Bring a lawn chair and flashlight. 
Carpool from the Staples east lot in Freeport at 6:15. 
The preserve is located about 2 miles south of Leaf 
River (S. Main St. in Leaf River becomes Leaf River 
Rd.), with parking just off of Leaf River Rd. If weather 
is questionable call Mary at 815-938-3204.

June 1 – Field Trip:  Chat with the Chats;  7:00 a.m. 
– noon.  See page 3 for more details.

OUTSIDE EVENTS:

May 5 - Event held by the Northwest Illinois 
Forest Association (NIFA) to demonstrate forestry 
practices. 1:00 p.m. It will take place on the property 
of Ken and Julie Beach on Morseville Road about 
one mile east of the intersection with Massbach 
Road (Over the hill west of Dave Oppold farm at 
7651 East Morseville Rd).   For more information, 
please visit http://nifatrees.org/ or contact Ken Beach 
at 815-232-2032 
or kbeach@fehr-graham.com

June 2 – JDCF’s Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary 
Grand Opening 9 a.m. – noon,  – Public Invited. 
After opening remarks, trails will be open for self-
guided tours; and bird experts will be on hand 
with spotting scopes to answer your questions.  
Hoo Haven Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education 
Center will also be on hand with their American 
white pelican ambassador, Marshmallow for a live 
bird program. 

The Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation will 
be opening a 409-acre property near Stockton, 
Illinois to the public.  A generous gift from Nancy 
Hamill Winter, Valley of Eden offers a variety of 
habitats to sustain many native Illinois birds that 
have been on the decline for the past 50 years due 
primarily to habitat loss or alteration. The grassland 
habitat at Valley of Eden supports  species that 
have suffered the steepest decline, including the 
bobolink, Henslow’s sparrow, dickcissel, sedge 
wren, and more.

The site has over 6 miles of grass walking paths 
that weave through grasslands, along forests and 
pasture edges, and between beautiful oak savannas. 
More than 108 bird species have been identified, 
and the list is growing.  Please note that dogs and 
dog walking are not allowed. Wear sturdy shoes 
for hiking on uneven ground, and bring your sense 
of adventure! 

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary is located at 5559 
E. Rush Creek Road, Stockton, Illinois.  Visit 
the Conservation Foundation’s website for more 
information: www.jdcf.org
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FIELD TRIPS APRIL - MAY

Blooming Pasque Flowers 
at the Freeport Prairie

Wednesday, April 4, 3-4 p.m.
Leader: Mary Blackmore, 815-938-3204

Join us as we admire one of the prairie’s har-
bingers of spring, the Pasque Flower. Unlike 
the crocus it resembles, a Pasque Flower, 
Anemone patens, is a member of the butter-
cup family. In early spring the plant sends 
up a flower stalk in advance of leaves so 
what you see are delicate pale violet blooms 
nestled in the muted tan tangle of last year’s 
prairie grasses. Come and see how Pasque 
Flower blooms actually move to track the 
sun. 

We’ll meet in the prairie’s parking lot just off 
of Walnut Rd. at 3 p.m.

Mississippi River Spring Waterfowl
Saturday, April 7, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Leader: Anne Straight, 815-938-3263
Carpool from the Forreston Municipal lot at 8 a.m.

Join us as we look for migrating waterfowl on the Mississippi River 
south of Savanna. Usually a wide variety of both diving and dabbling 
ducks are seen in all their breeding plumage glory, along with grebes, 
Bald Eagles, Sandhill Cranes and some early songbirds. If we’re lucky 
we’ll still see migrating Tundra Swans. 

Carpool as above or meet at Spring Lake at 9 a.m. We’ll have lunch 
in Thomson  around noon and then head to Lock and Dam #13. Call 
Anne to confirm your attendance.

Wildflowers of  Palisades State Park
Thursday, April 26, 1:00 – 5:00 pm

Leader:  Laura Dufford:  815-947-2720
lauradufford@gmail.com

Each spring, portions of the Mississippi Palisades State Park, just north 
of Savanna, are a wildflower wonderland. Especially impressive are 
carpets of three species of trillium, including Large-flowered Trillium.  
Also unique to the Palisades is the Amethyst Shooting Star found near 
the top of the bluffs. There will be some walking involved with this trip.

Carpool from the Staples lot in Freeport at 1 p.m., or meet the group 
at the first parking lot inside the south entrance of the Palisades Park 
around 1:45.  We’ll return to Freeport around 5 p.m.  Please call or 
email Laura to confirm your attendance.

An Evening of  Birding at Lost Mound
Thursday, May 24,  5:30 – 10:30 p.m.

Leader: Mary Blackmore,  815-938-3204

Join us as we travel alongside sand prairies, sand savannas, and the 
mighty Mississippi in search of birds at the Lost Mound Unit of 
the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge just 
north of Savanna.  Of primary interest will be the awesome courtship 
display of the Common Nighthawk, as well as vocalizations of 
both the Whip-poor-wills and American Woodcocks.  There will 
be enough time to observe many of the grassland species of Lost 
Mound as well.

Carpool from Staples east lot in Freeport at 5:30 p.m. or meet at the 
Fish and Wildlife office building at 6:30.  Return to Freeport around 
10:30 p.m.  Call Mary to confirm your attendance.

Chat with the Chats 
– and other great birds at Hanley Savanna

Friday, June 1;  7:00 a.m. – noon
 Leader:  Laura Dufford,  815-947-2720

lauradufford@gmail.com

On this trip we plan to spend some time looking for Yellow-breasted 
Chats at Hanley Savanna, a preserve owned by The Prairie Enthusiasts, 
near Hanover.  Yellow-breasted Chats are a declining shrubland bird 
species in Illinois and Hanley Savanna seems to have the right habitat 
to attract them.  We will be walking to a black oak shrubland on the 
property where they have nested in the past.  Other birds of interest 
at Hanley Savanna are Lark Sparrows, Orchard Orioles, Northern 
Mockingbirds, and Henslow’s Sparrows, among others.  We will also 
get a glimpse of some early blooming wildflowers on the prairie.  You 
are advised to bring binoculars, water, and bug spray.  There will be 
some walking involved, but it is level ground.

Carpool from the Staples parking lot in Freeport at 7:00.  We will return 
to Freeport around noon. Call Laura to confirm your attendance.

Pasque Flower, Anemone patens, 
visited by an early season digger bee 

(photos by Dan Barron)

OUTSIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Harman Lyndon tract is a new holding of the Jane 
Addamsland Park Foundation, and is located north east of 
Orangeville on Henderson Rd. It was donated as a wildlife refuge 
largely to serve as a bird sanctuary. Public access is limited. The 
title has recently been transferred and a baseline survey may 
be helpful in documenting successful management practices. 
It is currently under lease to NRCS and is being managed to 
create pond, prairie, and Oak savanna type ecosystems. Jim 
Ritterbusch is leading the management efforts.  

- Mark Keister
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Visit our Kids and Families section 
on our webpage at: 

nwilaudubon.org/kids-families.asp

KIDS & FAMILIES
AUDUBON IN THE LIBRARY 

Freeport Public Library
100 E. Douglas Street, Freeport

WILDLIFE WEDNESDAY
Appropriate audience is two- to seven-year olds

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

An Audubon member hosts this monthly series called 
Wildlife Wednesdays at the Freeport Public Library. 
Each month has a different theme related to nature and 
wildlife. The Audubon member will read various books 
related to the theme and incorporate educational and fun 
learning activities for the child and guardian. There are 
also activities that can be done at home to continue the 
learning!

April 4 – Bats with Betty Mickel 
This will be the last Wildlife Wednesday. Juliet thanks 
you for your support over the past three years! It was our 
pleasure to read and educate preschool children about 
nature.  

EARTH MONTH EVENTS

LIBRARY CLEANUP PROJECT
Monday, April 2, 3:30 to 5pm 
at the Freeport Public Library, 
100 E. Douglas St., Freeport

Be a litter-busting hero. Help Anna and others pick up 
around Debate Square and keep our city clean. Open to 
all ages!

EARTH FILM SERIES
All films are free and open to the public.  Films will be shown 

at the Freeport Public Library, Meeting Room A,
 100 E. Douglas St., Freeport 

DEEP Thursday, April 12, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Children’s film: A little octopus and friends must 
journey across the ocean when their home is destroyed.  
Rated PG, 1 hr. 30 minutes.

BEING THE CHANGE – 
A NEW KIND OF CLIMATE DOCUMENTARY
Thursday, April 19, at 6 p.m. at the Freeport Library
Complementing the book Being the Change, this film 
delves into the life of Caltech / Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
atmospheric scientist Peter Kalmus, who changed his 
outlook and reduced fossil fuel use to 1/10th that of the 
average American. Not rated, 60 minutes.

DISNEY NATURE BEARS
Thursday, April 26, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Children’s film: A mother bear raises her cubs in the 
Alaskan Wilderness. 
Documentary. Rated G, 1 hr. 30 minutes

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
AT KRAPE PARK

1799 Park Blvd, Freeport, IL 61032
April 21, 2018

Free and open to the public – Rain or Shine
1:00 to 4:00 PM

AT THE GUNKEL SHELTER 
between 1:00 and 4:00 PM

Art project with the Freeport Art Museum
www.freeportartmuseum.com

Energy Efficiency & Clean Transportation exhibit, 
including Ebike, with Audubon member Josef Appell
 
Vermicomposting 
with U of I Master Gardeners Glenn and Laurie Gungel 
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AT THE COTTAGE NEAR THE BOAT RAMP
between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m.

Join the University of Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners to learn about pollinators.  
Animals and insects that play a role in pollination are an 
important part of our environment.  Participate in games 
and hands on activities about pollinators.  
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/jsw 

AT THE COMMUNITY BUILDING – 2:00 PM ONLY
Hoo Haven Program featuring live birds of prey

https://www.Hoohaven.org
Space is limited to 80 individuals 

There will be NO reserved seating. Doors will open at 1:45 
and seating will be a first come, first served basis. 

WALK IN THE PARK – 3:00 PM ONLY
Walking Meditation with Pat Leitzen Fye 

from Your Core Being
https://www.yourcorebeing.com 

For more information, please visit the Northwest Illinois 
Audubon Society website: www.nwilaudubon.org 

SUPERHERO CLEANUP 
WITH BE THE CHANGE

Saturday, April 28 
Kickoff at 11:00 am at Read Park, 

1200 Park Lane Dr, Freeport

We are again helping to promote the 4th Annual 
Superhero Cleanup led by Be the Change. It is encouraged 
for volunteers to wear their favorite superhero attires, 
but it isn’t required! The kickoff starts at Read Park in 
Freeport and then small groups will disperse to grime-
filled locations.  You are also welcome to gather your 
own group and contact BTC in advance to plan your own 
cleanup location. 

If you are unable to participate but would like to help 
through other ways by donations of items (garbage bags, 
gloves, etc.), please contact Grimefightabtc@icloud.com.

KIDS & FAMILIES

Join us on May 12 for an informative, fun, 
family-friendly morning as we explore the Silver 

Creek Biodiversity Preserve for the many 
migrating and resident birds found there. 

One hundred and one species of birds have been 
documented in the grasslands, woodlands and stream 
sides of  Silver Creek. If the weather cooperates, we 
should observe lots of migrating and resident songbirds.

Tours will begin at 8:00, 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. Free “Illinois 
Birds” pocket guides will be distributed while supplies 
last. We’ll have a shady rest area with chairs, as well as a 
restroom, beverages and snacks. There are no fees.

The preserve is located about 2 miles south of Leaf 
River (S. Main St. in Leaf River becomes Leaf River 
Rd.), with parking just off of Leaf River Rd. If weather is 
questionable, call Mary at 815-938-3204. We hope to see 
you there!

SILVER CREEK 
BIRD FESTIVAL

Saturday, May 12th

NIAS OFFERS 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
for educational opportunities such 
as courses, programs, and workshops 
related to our mission.  

If you would like to apply for a scholarship, 
please find our application forms at the monthly 

meetings near the display section or e-mail 
nwilaudubon@gmail.com.  
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The following was excerpted from the Audubon news web site:

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), signed into law 
in 1918, is among the oldest wildlife protection laws on 
the books. Its creation was one of the National Audubon 
Society’s first major victories, and in the years since its 
enactment, the MBTA has saved millions, if not billions, 
of birds.  Stated most simply, the MBTA is a law that 
protects birds from people. When Congress passed the 
MBTA in 1918, it codified a treaty already signed with 
Canada (then part of Great Britain) in response to the 
extinction or near-extinction of a number of bird species, 
many of which were hunted either for sport or for their 
feathers.  The MBTA is credited with saving the Snowy 
Egret ( which was hunted almost to extinction for its 
delicate feathers), as well as numerous other species 
from extinction, including the Wood Duck and Sandhill 
Crane. It continues to protect nearly all native birds in 
the U.S, covering more than 1,000 species.

The century-old MBTA tries to keep birds as safe as 
possible. But many of the problems birds face today–oil 
pits and spills, high-tension power lines, communications 
towers, and the like–are (relatively) new. Birds can die 
when they land on an uncovered oil waste pit that appears 
to be typical pond, or run into an unseen power line. 
These kinds of deaths are called "incidental takes," that 
is, deaths that occur due to activities that are otherwise 
lawful.

To limit incidental take, a number of companies, 
including in the oil and electric utility sectors, working 
with conservation groups and wildlife agencies, have 
already developed and often implemented best practices 
to protect birds, much of which are simple and cheap.  
When companies have failed to adopt these common 
sense practices and their activities have led to bird deaths, 
the MBTA provides a critical tool for accountability 
through enforcement of the law by issuing penalties in 
egregious cases, as well as a key incentive to implement 
these practices in the first place.

Legislation in Congress (HR 4239), and a new 
interpretation of the law by the administration, would 

end the ability to hold industries accountable for bird 
deaths. These proposals would prevent enforcement 
of “incidental” bird deaths, removing incentives for 
companies to adopt practices that protect birds from 
threats such as oil waste pits, and eliminating penalties 
for companies that kill substantial numbers of birds, 
including from large oil spills.

Under these new proposed rules, BP would never have 
been liable for killing almost a million birds during 
the Deepwater Horizon disaster. Audubon vigorously 
opposes this revision to the MBTA.

Please write or call your Congressional representative 
and oppose any legislation that would weaken the MBTA’s 
ability to protect bird.  

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE NEWS

top ten easy things 
you can do to go green 
When at restaurants, bring your own container for leftovers

Always ask for a mug at coffee shops if you plan to sit - 
 reduces one-time use waste

Consider shopping local first to avoid the effects of 
 shipping: gas, emissions, etc

Bring reusable bags wherever you go

Avoid straws when you can -  they are used only for a  
 short time and can harm wildlife

Avoid balloons - they end up as litter if released

Consider a resale shop for clothing and other items first

Consider tree-free greeting cards & recycle your paper cards

Walk or bike to places when you can

Reduce/eliminate meat from the diet. Good for your  
 health, good for the animals, good for the 
 planet - win-win-win!

 Juliet & Candy
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ENJOY THE 
SPRING 

MIGRATION! 
From the first Killdeer in February 
to the last flycatcher in May, the 
spring migration is a phenomenon 
of wonder. Truly, as many have said, 
this never gets old! Every year our 
chapter schedules spring bird walks 
to leisurely observe, enjoy and learn 
about these migratory species. Last 
year’s walks included some great 
looks at colorful songbirds such as 
Scarlet Tanager and Orchard Oriole, 
as well as good views of Great Horned 
Owl, Veery, Bobolink and many 
many others.

All of the walks will begin at 8 a.m. and 
conclude at 11 a.m. Feel free to join or 
depart the group at any time during 
those three hours. Join the carpool at 
the Staples east lot in Freeport at the 
time listed for each walk.

Following the walks, those who would 
like to will gather at a local restaurant 
for an early lunch. Contact the 
respective walk leader if the weather 
is questionable or if you need further 
directions to the site. And don’t forget 
our Annual Bird Festival at Silver 
Creek on May 12. Happy Birding!

April 12 – Wetland areas of eastern 
Stephenson county. Carpool at 8 a.m. 
Leader: Mary Blackmore (815-938-
3204).

April 17 – Duck’s Misery and the 
southern Jane Addams Trail. Carpool 
at 7:40 a.m. Leader: Laura Dufford 
(815-947-2720).

April 24 – Pecatonica River Forest 
Preserve (main entrance by the 
campground). A special bonus of this 
walk will be stunning wildflowers 
and possible singing frogs! Carpool 
at 7:30 a.m. Leader: Richard Benning 
(815-865-5279).

May 3 – Northern Jane Addams Trail 
and the Orangeville Wetlands. Meet 
at the trailhead in Orangeville, just 
east of the BP gas station. Carpool 
at 7:30 a.m. Leader: Somer Bozovsky 
(815-275-0719).

May 8 – Krape Park, Freeport. Meet 
in the parking lot by the dam. Leader: 
Laura Dufford (815-947-2720).

May 16 – Newell Tract, Oakdale 
Nature Preserve, rural Freeport. Meet 
in the parking area of the Newell Tract 
(the part of Oakdale on the west side 
of Crane’s Grove Rd.) Leader: Anne 
Straight (815-938-3263).

May 21 – Harry and Dorothy 
Espenscheid Forest Preserve, 
northeast of Freeport. Carpool at 7:30 
a.m. or follow these directions: from 
the junction of HWY 20 Bypass and 
HWY 75, take HWY 75 about 5 miles 
to Cedarville Rd., turn right (east) on 
Cedarville Rd. and drive 4.2 miles to 
Eggert Rd., turn left (north) on Eggert 
and go 1.8 miles to Farm School Rd. 
turn right (east) and go 0.3 miles to 
the preserve (on north side of the 
road). Leader: Richard Benning (815-
865-5279).

May 29 – Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity 
Preserve, 3 miles southwest of 
Forreston in the southeast corner 
of West Grove and Freeport Rds. The 
parking area is off of West Grove Rd. 
Carpool at 7:30 a.m. We also hope 
to observe blooming spring prairie 
flowers. Leader: Mary Blackmore 
(815-938-3204).

Illustration by Carol Litus

(top) A Killdeer performing a broken-wing display 
to distract from the nest (below)

(photos by Dan Barron)
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This year our chapter marks its 39th year of sponsoring a BIRDATHON 
fundraising event! In that time thousands  of dollars have been raised for 
bird conservation.  Please join us in making this year’s effort our best yet!   

We invite you to make a pledge to any of the birders  listed below who will be 
participating in our chapter’s annual  BIRDATHON on May 6. Your pledge, 
for instance 15¢,  will be per SPECIES of bird that your selected birder(s)  
identifies on that day. Your birder will contact you after the count with his 
or her species total and collect your contribution. 

Your money indeed goes where the birds go! All BIRDATHON proceeds 
are shared by organizations that do a tremendous job of: 

- protecting and improving bird habitat 
on wintering grounds, migration corridors and nesting sites,

- connecting people with nature, 
- providing education opportunities for the public, and 

- collecting scientific data through bird counts and birdbanding. 

Those organizations are:
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society

National Audubon’s Mississippi River Initiative 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin 

Stewards of the Upper Mississippi 
Sand Bluff Bird Observatory 

Belize Audubon Society 

Please complete the pledge form below and mail as indicated. 
THANK YOU so much for your support 

of birds and our BIRDATHON! 

2018 BIRDATHON PLEDGE FORM 

Name

Phone

Address

I am pledging _____¢ per species by that (those) birder (s) marked below: 

Jesse Akins Gary Gordon

Richard Benning Mark Keister

Mary Blackmore Dylan Lewis

Harlan and Judy Corrie Kent Lewis

Jeremy Dixon Katelyn McWethy

Mason Dixon Juliet Moderow

Laura Dufford Teresa Smith

Anne Straight

Clip and mail to Mary Blackmore, 9024 W. West Grove Rd., 
Forreston IL 61030 or include your pledge form with your 
chapter ballot (to the right) mailed to NIAS, PO Box 771, 

Freeport, IL 61032. Questions? Call Mary at 815-938-3204

BALLOT FOR NIAS 
CHAPTER OFFICERS 

2018 - 2019

The individuals listed below have been nominated to serve on next 
year’s NIAS Chapter Board of Directors in the positions indicated.
Please vote in the spaces provided if you support the nominated can-
didates, or insert and vote for write-in candidates if that is your wish. 
All Board terms, except for President, are for one year. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President

_______, Juliet Moderow

_______, ______________________________(Write-in) 

Vice President (President Elect) 

_______, Fred Redmore

_______, ______________________________(Write-in) 

Secretary 

_______, Lynn Feaver 

_______, ______________________________(Write-in) 

Treasurer 

_______, Mary Blackmore 

_______, ______________________________(Write-in) 

MEMBERS AT LARGE (vote for six) 

1. _______, Linda Black 

2. _______, Mark Keister 

3. _______, Jim Richards 

4. _______, Pam Richards 

5. _______, Henry Simpson 

6. _______, Shey Lowman 

7. _______, ____________________________(Write-in) 

8. _______, ____________________________(Write-in) 

9. _______, ____________________________(Write-in) 

Send your ballot to NIAS, PO Box 771, Freeport, IL 61032
before April 15. Results will be announced in the next newsletter

and the new Board will assume its duties in mid-May.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (appointed)

Conservation  |  Candy Colby
Programs  |  Teresa Smith

Education  |  Juliet Moderow
Publicity  | Deb Lischwe

Membership  |  Gay Broocks
Field Trips  |  Laura Dufford

39 
YEARS
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THE HCC EARTH CLUB 
WILL BE HAVING A 

PLANT SALE IN APRIL 
They will be selling the following plants at Highland 
Community College, 2998 West Pearl City Road, Building 
M, first floor lobby:

April 24 (9am to 11am)
April 25 (10 am to 1pm)
April 26 (9 am to 11 am) 

• Cardinal Flower
• Stiff Goldenrod
• Butterfly Weed
• Northern Blue Flag Iris
• Smooth Blue Aster
• Wild Bergamot
• New England Aster
• Purple Coneflower
• Cherokee Purple Tomatoes from organic seed
• Tomato Roma from organic seed
• Yellow Cherry Tomatoes
• Heirloom Tomatoes- Rainbow blend
• Basil
• Peppermint
• Lavender

Plants are subject to change according to successful growing 
in the greenhouse and limited availability.  You must go to 
Highland to purchase your plants. There will not be any 
delivery.  

Please call Tony Grahame 
at 815-599-3461 

for any questions.  

SPRING STEWARDSHIP
We invite you to join us on one or more of our 6 Spring 
Stewardship days as we reduce the numbers of Wild 
Parsnip, Garlic Mustard and Honeysuckle on both of 
our preserves and the Freeport Prairie Nature Preserve 
(see calendar). Early removal means not only cooler 
temperatures for us but less biomass. We just slice and 
fling with our trusty parsnip predator tools and don’t 
have to carry out seedheads. 

Be sure to wear a hat, long sleeves, long pants (light 
colored is best) and socks long enough to tuck your pant 
legs into (in case of ticks). Tools, gloves, water and snacks 
will be provided. If weather is questionable call Mary at 
815-938-3204 or email Nancy at rnocken@gmail.com.

Our Elkhorn Creek preserve is located about 3 miles 
southwest of Forreston in the southeast corner of West Grove 
and Freeport Rds. The parking lot is off of West Grove Rd. 
Our Silver Creek preserve is located about 2 miles south of 
Leaf River (S. Main St. in Leaf River becomes Leaf River 
Rd.), with parking just off of Leaf River Rd. The Freeport 
Prairie is located off of Walnut Rd. on Freeport’s south side. 
Carpool at the designated times listed in the calendar from 
the Staples east lot in Freeport.Meadowhawk on Cardinal Flower, Lobelia cardinalis

(photo by Dan Barron)

Parsnip Predator
(photo by Dan Barron)
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JOIN US FOR THE 
MIDWEST CRANE 

COUNT
Mark your calendar now for Saturday, April 14 when we’ll 
once again be counting Sandhill Cranes in Stephenson 
County. Our count is part of the larger Midwest Crane 
Count organized by the International Crane Foundation. 
Following the count we’ll gather at a local restaurant for 
breakfast and to turn in count forms. No experience is 
necessary! If you are new to the Crane Count you will have 
a veteran counting partner. Last year 26 counters at 15 sites 
observed a total of 119 cranes, including 14 pairs.  2017 
included a record high number of cranes with the potential 
for 2018 to exceed the 2017 numbers.
Volunteers make this count happen so we hope you can join 
us! To participate call Teresa Smith at 815-238-3963 before 
April 7. The count is early, brief and reward ing. Counters 
are on site from 5:30-7:30 a.m. on count day to listen and 
watch for cranes. 

Illustrations by 
Carol Litus

Each year the Northwest Illinois Audubon Society in 
partnership with the University of Illinois Extension 
Stephenson County produces a Local Foods Brochure. It 
is a resource to connect local food buyers with local food 
growers. 

The 2018 brochure lists over 40 growers in Northwest 
Illinois that offer local produce, maple syrup, cheese, 
honey, eggs, poultry and meat. Buying food locally 
has many advantages; limiting the amount of fuel used 
to transport food across the country, an opportunity 
to get to know the farmer that produced the food that 
you consume, and keeping dollars locally to promote a 
healthy community. 

If you are interested in a free copy of the 2018 Local Foods 
Brochure you can pick one up at the University of Illinois 
Extension Stephenson/ Winnebago/Jo Daviess County, 
University of Illinois Extension Ogle County, University 
of Illinois Extension Lee/Whiteside County, or the Farm 
Bureau of Stephenson County. 

The brochure is also available at www.nwilaudubon.org or 
by calling 815-835-5109. The 2018 brochure will also be 
available at the banquet on April 10th.

WELCOME  NEW MEMBERS! 
Alice Ericksen – Galena    |    Sarah  Arnold – La Crosse, WI

Michael and Margaret Sheppard – Freeport    |    Lew Wescott – Sterling

2018 
Local Foods 
Brochure 
Available
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BOARD MEMBERS
President  | Rex Sides, 408.390.3970
Vice President  | Richard Benning

Secretary  |  Nancy Ocken
Treasurer  |  Mary Blackmore

At-large  |  Mark Keister, Fred Redmore, 
Henry Simpson, Steve Simpson, 

Betty Mickel and Linda Black

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conservation  |  Candy Colby

Programs  |  Teresa Smith
Education  |  Juliet Moderow

Publicity  | Tim Smith
Membership  |  Gay Broocks
Field Trips  |  Laura Dufford

Sustainable Agriculture
Richard Benning, Mary Blackmore, 

Laura Dufford and Heidi Thorp

Newsletter Editor  |  Dan Barron
2115 15th Pl. So. - La Crosse WI 54601

815-541-3261 - dan@beewise.us

nwilaudubon@gmail.com

Would you like to join Audubon as a NEW Member 
or give a GIFT membership?

Two types of membership are available:

1. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society and National Membership
includes this local newsletter, local mailings and the national “Audubon” magazine.

____ National Membership $20

All renewals for national memberships need to use the national membership form.

2. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society Local only Membership
includes this newsletter and other mailings from our local chapter.     ____ Local Only $15

Name of new member or gift recipient ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________  

City __________________________________ State ______ Zip Code _____________
If this is a gift membership, please indicate the name of the person providing the gift membership:

Name ________________________________________________________________

Make check payable to NORTHWEST ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to: 
Treasurer, Northwest Illinois Audubon Society, P.O. Box 771, Freeport, IL 61032

THANK YOU!
• Recent field trip leaders Mary Blackmore, Laura Dufford and Anne Straight.

• Teresa Smith and Mary Blackmore for updating our Local Foods Brochure.

• Juliet Moderow for creating an Audubon display at the Stephenson County Visitor Center.

• Freeport Press for their recent donation.

• Mary Blackmore for her donation in honor of the Ocken and Clark families.

• Shey Lowman for updating the species lists for our preserves.

• Thanks to the following people for helping with the prairie burn and over seeding at Elkhorn 
Creek on March 15th: Laura Dufford, Richard Benning, Randy and Nancy Ocken, Paul Brown, 
Mary Blackmore, Pam Richards, Barry Dahlberg

• Thank you to Kara Gallup and Carol Redmore for their regular contributions to the Kids and 
Families webpage.
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